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About Individual Grants
Variety WA Individual Grants provide practical, targeted support to children who are sick, disadvantaged or living with disability. These grants are designed to remove barriers, improve quality of life and enable participation, independence and development.

We provide funding to help families access the equipment, services and support their child needs to participate in everyday life. This may include mobility equipment, communication devices, assistive technology, sensory supports and other specialised items recommended by health professionals.

Every child's needs are different. Our Individual Grants offer flexible, personalised assistance to ensure children can access the tools, resources and experiences they need to thrive. If you are unsure whether your request is suitable, we encourage you to contact our team before applying.

Before You Apply
Please check whether the item or service can be funded through the NDIS or another government program before submitting an application. Variety WA supports children where funding is unavailable, insufficient or has been declined elsewhere.

Variety WA operates four granting rounds per year. Opening and closing dates are published on our website. Applications submitted outside of a granting window will be held and assessed in the next available round.

Eligibility
To be eligible for a Variety WA Individual Grant, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

1. The child resides in Western Australia
1. The child is aged 0 to 18 years (17 at the time of application)
1. The child is living with disability, chronic illness or experiencing disadvantage
1. The request has not already been purchased or funded through another source
1. The application includes all required supporting documentation

Applications must demonstrate genuine financial need and show that other funding options have been explored. Schools, community organisations and service providers supporting eligible children may also apply on behalf of a child.

What Individual Grants Can Cover
Individual Grants support a wide range of equipment, services and resources. Examples include:

Mobility equipment
Helping children move safely and independently, including wheelchairs, walkers and adaptive bikes.

Communication devices
Helping children express themselves and communicate with others, including AAC devices, communication apps and assistive technology.

Assistive technology
Supporting children to access devices and interact more easily, including specialised software, adaptive keyboards and switch devices.

Sensory support
Helping children feel calm, regulated and ready to engage, including sensory equipment, weighted items and calming supports.

Health and daily care
Supporting children's health, wellbeing and everyday care needs, including medical beds, shower supports, monitoring equipment and specialised bedding.

Home safety and access
Helping make the home safer and easier to navigate, including safety equipment, bed rails and minor accessibility modifications.

Sport and activities
Helping children take part in sport, hobbies and everyday activities, including adaptive sports equipment and participation supports.

Family support
Supporting families to manage the impact of illness or disability, including treatment-related travel, short-term respite and practical support.

Examples are provided as a guide only. All requests must demonstrate a clear and direct benefit to the child. If your request addresses a genuine need not listed above, we encourage you to discuss it with our team.

What Individual Grants Do Not Cover
1. Items already funded through the NDIS, insurance or another government program
1. Items purchased before approval (retrospective funding)
1. General household expenses such as rent or bills
1. Servicing, maintenance or repairs of existing equipment
1. Technical support or extended warranties
1. Insurance costs
1. Therapy or diagnostic assessments, including ADHD or ASD assessments

Supporting Documentation
Supporting documents are required to help us assess your application. Most families already have these or can easily obtain them. Please include as much detail as possible to help us understand your child's situation and the difference the support will make.

Proof of diagnosis (if applicable)
A letter from your child's GP or paediatrician confirming or explaining their diagnosis.

Referee letter
A supporting letter from a referee such as a therapist, allied health professional, social support worker or teacher. The letter should be dated within the last 6 months and outline:

1. The child's current functional limitations without the requested item
1. The expected impact of the item on the child's daily life and independence
1. Whether the item is required to support safety, mobility, communication, learning or play

Proof of household income
Recent documents within the last 6 months, including two recent payslips and/or two Centrelink statements. If self-employed, provide your most recent tax return or Notice of Assessment.

Quote
One quote from a supplier, no older than 3 months, including GST and delivery costs. The quote must exclude installation costs.

Incomplete applications may be delayed. Providing clear and complete information will help ensure your application is assessed as quickly as possible.

How to Apply
Applications are submitted online via the Variety WA website. Please check the website for current opening and closing dates before you apply.

1. Review these guidelines to confirm your child meets the eligibility criteria.
1. Gather your supporting documents, including your referee letter, proof of income, proof of diagnosis (if applicable) and a quote.
1. Complete the online application form at varietywa.org.au and upload your documents.
1. Submit your application before the listed closing date. Late applications may not be accepted.
1. You will receive a confirmation email once your application has been submitted.

If you need help completing the form, our Kids Support team is here to assist. Please contact us before the closing date.

Assessment and Decision Making
Every application is reviewed carefully and confidentially by our team. Variety WA aims to notify applicants within 6 to 8 weeks of the closing date.

Initial review
Our team will check your application to confirm it meets the eligibility criteria and includes all required documentation. Incomplete applications may be placed on hold until the necessary information is received.

Assessment
Eligible applications are reviewed by the Kids Support Committee using a structured and transparent Decision Matrix. Applications are assessed based on:

1. Financial need and level of disadvantage
1. The impact and necessity of the support requested
1. The child's situation, diagnosis and family circumstances
1. Alignment with Variety WA's mission and priorities
1. The completeness and quality of supporting evidence

Decision making
Applications are reviewed by the Kids Support Committee. Recommendations are presented for approval and all decisions are documented and recorded. Every application is assessed with care and consistency using a structured scoring process to ensure fairness across families, regions and needs.

Outcomes
You will be notified of the outcome of your application by email. Funding may be approved in full or in part. Not all applications will be successful. If your application is approved, Variety WA will arrange payment directly to the supplier or service provider.

After Your Grant is Approved
If your application is approved, you will need to use the grant within 12 months of receiving your acceptance. Variety WA pays the supplier or service provider directly to ensure the equipment is purchased safely and used for its intended purpose.

You may be asked to provide photos or a short story showing the difference the grant has made. Sharing your story helps Variety WA thank its donors and inspire others to support children across Western Australia.

Contact Us
We know that applying for support can feel daunting. You are not alone. Our team is here to help guide you through every step with kindness, respect and confidentiality. If you have any questions about Individual Grants, eligibility or the application process, please get in touch.

Email: grants@varietywa.org.au
Phone: 08 9355 3655
Website: varietywa.org.au

Variety WA - The Children's Charity.
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