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About Community Grants
Variety WA Community Grants support Western Australian schools, not-for-profit organisations and community groups to deliver projects, equipment and programs that improve access, inclusion and wellbeing for children.

Community Grants are designed to respond to real gaps, creating opportunities where access is limited, particularly for children living with disability, chronic illness, disadvantage or isolation. If you are already doing important work, we are here to help you strengthen and expand your impact.

Every community is different. Our Community Grants are flexible, and we encourage organisations to get in touch if they are unsure whether their project or request is suitable.

Eligibility
To be eligible for a Variety WA Community Grant, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

1. The organisation is a registered not-for-profit, school or community group operating in Western Australia
1. The project or request directly supports children aged 0 to 18 years (17 at time of application)
1. The children supported are living with disability, chronic illness, financial hardship or geographic isolation
1. The project does not duplicate services that are already funded or widely available
1. The request has not already been purchased or funded retrospectively

Community Grants are particularly valuable in regional and remote areas of Western Australia, where children may experience isolation and access to services, equipment and funding can be limited. Organisations across metropolitan, regional and remote WA are encouraged to apply.

What Community Grants Can Cover
Community Grants provide funding for equipment, technology, resources and programs that help schools and organisations create more inclusive and accessible environments for children. Examples include:

Inclusive playground and outdoor equipment
Creating inclusive play spaces where children of all abilities can play, explore and connect.

Sensory spaces and equipment
Creating sensory spaces and providing equipment that supports regulation, calm and wellbeing.

Assistive technology and communication devices
Supporting children to access learning, communicate and participate more effectively.

Inclusive learning resources
Providing tools and equipment that help children with diverse learning needs access and participate in education.

Accessible play and facilities
Enabling children of all abilities to participate in play, sport and community activities through accessible spaces and inclusive equipment.

Breakfast and wellbeing programs
Supporting school and community programs that help children start the day nourished, focused and ready to learn.

Community programs and equipment
Supporting local programs and providing equipment that helps children build skills, stay active and participate in their community.

Accessibility improvements
Making schools and community spaces safer and more accessible, supporting children with disability to participate fully.

Examples are provided as a guide only. Each request or project must clearly benefit children living with disability, chronic illness, isolation or disadvantage. If you are unsure whether your project is suitable, we recommend submitting an Expression of Interest.

What Community Grants Do Not Cover
1. Items purchased before approval (retrospective funding)
1. Staffing costs or ongoing operational expenses
1. Fundraising activities, prizes or scholarships
1. Requests or projects that result in personal or commercial gain
1. Items already widely available within the community
1. Requests or projects that can reasonably be funded through government or other programs

How to Apply
Community Grants follow a two-stage process, designed to focus on the projects that will have the greatest impact.

Stage 1: Expression of Interest (EOI)
Start by completing a short Expression of Interest form. This provides a high-level overview of your project or request, who it will support and the impact it will have. EOI dates are published on the Variety WA website each year.

Stage 2: Invitation to Apply
Our team reviews each EOI to ensure it meets the eligibility criteria and aligns with Variety WA's priorities. If your project is shortlisted, you will be invited to complete a full application. At this stage you will be asked to provide more detailed information, including supporting documents and quotes.

Applications received outside of the advertised EOI window will be assessed in the next available round. If you need help completing your EOI or application, our team is here to assist.

Supporting Documentation
If invited to submit a full application, you will be asked to provide supporting documents to help us understand your project and the difference it will make. This may include:

1. A detailed project overview, including who will benefit and the expected outcomes
1. Letters of support from relevant professionals or community members
1. Quotes from suppliers or service providers (no older than 3 months, including GST and delivery)
1. Evidence of need, such as data on the children or community your organisation supports
1. Details of other funding sources explored or secured

Providing clear and complete information will help avoid delays and ensure your application can be assessed fairly.

Assessment and Decision Making
All applications are reviewed carefully and confidentially by the Variety WA team and assessed by the Kids Support Committee using a structured and transparent Decision Matrix.

Assessment criteria
Applications are assessed based on:

1. Level of need and urgency
1. Number of children who will benefit
1. Expected impact on participation, wellbeing and inclusion
1. Feasibility and value for investment
1. Availability of other funding options
1. Alignment with Variety WA's mission and priorities
1. Quality and completeness of supporting information

Decision making
Applications are reviewed internally and by the Kids Support Committee. Recommendations are made based on impact and alignment with Variety WA's priorities, and final approvals are recorded. Funding is competitive and depends on available funds in each grant round.

Outcomes
Applicants will be notified at each stage of the process. If your EOI is not shortlisted, you will be advised and are welcome to apply in a future round. If your full application is approved, Variety WA will provide details of next steps, including purchasing and acquittal requirements. Funding may be approved in full or in part.

After Your Grant is Approved
If your application is approved, funding is usually paid directly to the supplier or service provider rather than to the organisation. This ensures the equipment or program is delivered as intended.

You may be asked to provide photos, a short report or a story showing the impact of the grant. Sharing your story helps Variety WA thank its donors and inspire others to support children across Western Australia.

Organisations can apply in future grant rounds for new requests or projects. Each application is assessed individually and previous funding does not guarantee future approval.

Contact Us
We know that applying for funding can feel daunting. Our team is here to help guide you through every step with kindness, respect and confidentiality. If you have any questions about Community Grants, eligibility or the application process, please get in touch.

Email: grants@varietywa.org.au
Phone: 08 9355 3655
Website: varietywa.org.au

Variety WA - The Children's Charity.
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